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From The Pastor’s Desk

Now that Home Groups have started again and we are in the middle of our sermon series and our study on
The Celebration of Discipline, | thought this would be a good time to reflect on where this congregation has
been and remind ourselves where we are heading: Early on, in my time here, before | was your Pastor, for
almost a year, | shared with the Council that | believed the Lord was leading us to study on what Biblical Love
is. Each of us were encouraged to not just learn about it but to put it into practice in our daily lives. Then all of
us were offered an opportunity to start reading the same chapters of the Bible together, with our daily Bible
Reading. | am pleased to say we continue to offer this for everyone connected to Evangelical Pietist Church. We
then moved into digging deeper in the Word of God being encouraged to not just be hearers of the Word of
God but to be doers of the Word as well with teaching and study on finding hope and healing from past hurts
and pain and truly loving others through difficult times as well as the importance of holding to a Biblical
standard in all things, as the scripture above states, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, ..." As a congregation, we learned and studied about this for most of 2024 and council was given
the opportunity to learn, study, and understand more about how Jesus Christ did ministry through discipleship
and the importance of encouraging and equipping smaller groups of people by looking at scripture and
reading through "The Master Plan of Evangelism” together. Then came something, that | can only say with
confidence, that the Holy Spirit led us to. . . Pia Desideria.

Pia Desideria, written in 1675 by, Philipp Spener, who is known as The Father of Pietism, he proposed 6 specific
reforms to revitalize the 17th-century German Lutheran Church. He focused on piety of the individual, Bible
study, and the active role of those in the Church. These proposals shifted focus from rigid orthodoxy to living
faith, forming the foundation of the Pietist movement. After reading this resource and going through it
together, we believe with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, Council and | saw the wisdom, to work on putting
these reforms into action here, today at Evangelical Pietist Church of Chatfield.



(You can find the proposals further in this newsletter. | hope and pray that you are seeing these are slowly
being put into action. #1 - We've begun a well thought out and directed Home Group Ministry plan. #2 — We
continue to move toward equipping and encouraging the laity for more ministry opportunities. #3 — Healing
Restored and The Celebration of Discipline Series both have been an encouragement to put practical
Christianity into practice. | am also offering a 6-part video series on-line for all to see and share regarding
Pietism and what it is and what it is not. You can find this series on the Evangelical Pietist Church Facebook
Page. This is not only for those inside of the Church but something you can use as a tool to have conversations
with others about who we are in Christ and who we are not. (More information about this Video Series later in
the newsletter.)

Be blessed and let's continue to serve the Lord together.
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VBS 2026 ‘ VBS 2026

The theme for VBS this year is “"Get in the BOAT".
Believe
Obey
And
Trust

Children will learn how Noah believed God, Jonah obeyed God,
and fisherman trusted God.
Bible school will be held June 8,9,10 in the evening from 6:00 -8:10pm.



What is Pietism or What is a Pietist?

Simply put, a Pietist is someone that desires to not only know the mind of Almighty God but desires to put the
mind of Almighty God into action in their lives to be a witness to others, and by doing so, gives others an
opportunity to find not only salvation in Jesus Christ, but an opportunity for others to the see what Lordship of
Jesus Christ looks like in a person’s life in action and deed. Pietism is basically Holy Living or Right Living,
Righteousness. For those that might be asking the question, “Are Pietists Christians?” The answer is a
resounding, “Yes.” A bible verse that exemplifies Pietism well is James 4:17, *. . . to him who knows to do
good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”

Since we have chosen to embrace our Pietist German roots and there seems to be much confusion both in
society and inside the Church about what piety is, Pastor has begun a video series that you can find on the
internet for your own education and enjoyment as well as for sharing with friends and family as a tool for
education and for clarity. These videos also can be a great resource in inviting people to join us here for
Sunday Mornings and even for our Home Group Ministry at Evangelical Pietist Church.

In Pia Desideria - Heartfelt Desire for a God-pleasing Reform written in 1675 by, Philipp Spener, who is known
as The Father of Pietism, proposed six specific reforms to revitalize the 17th-century German Lutheran Church.
He focused on piety of the individual, Bible study, and the active role of those in the Church. These proposals
shifted focus from rigid orthodoxy to living faith, forming the foundation of the Pietist movement. These are 6
proposals we are embracing and attempting to put into practice here at Evangelical Pietist Church.

Spener's Six Proposals for Reform:
1. Extensive Use of the Word of God Among Us : A more thorough, public, and private study of the
Bible, including the use of home group meetings for mutual edification.

2. Exercise of the Spiritual Priesthood: Activating the laity in the life of the church, emphasizing that
all believers share in priestly responsibilities, not just ordained clergy.

3. Practical Christianity: Emphasizing that faith is not just knowledge but a living, active practice (love
for God and neighbor) that must be evidenced in daily life.

4. Charitable Conduct in Disputes: Limiting theological disputes and, when necessary, engaging with
"heretics" or non-believers with love and patience rather than just intellectual combat.

5. Reforming Ministerial Training: Ensuring that candidates for the ministry are true Christians, with
theological education emphasizing personal spiritual growth in addition to academic learning.

6. Edifying Preaching: Directing sermons to the heart, aiming for the strengthening of faith and its
practical fruits in the listeners, rather than merely showcasing the preacher's learning.

*** Pastor plans to not only dig into these 6 proposals from Spener, in this video series, but he plans to share
about the history of the congregation at Evangelical Pietist Church and our historical roots tied to the 17%-
century German Lutheran Church. We hope you will be encouraged and equipped by listening to and sharing
this important series with your friends and family.



*>*LifeWise* * *

Buckeye Central LifeWise Academy has had a rough start in the new year.
Between weather cancellations and modified school schedules we have
not gotten to spend much time with our young students. Please pray that
we are a light of joy for these youngsters when we do get to see them.
And, pray that God will lead us to do his Will as we share the love of
Christ each time. We praise God for the privilege of serving these little
ones and their families. Please pray that we can get back into our

regular schedule of classes.

Crawford County LifeWise will be hosting our major fundraiser for
the year on Thursday, March 26th. LifeWise Evening of Impact will be held at
the Hub in Crestline from 6:00 - 8:00 PM. (Doors open at 4:45 PM) We will highlight how
lifeWise Academy is providing Bible-based character education to public school students across
Crawford County. During the evening, guests will hear from former Ohio State University head
football coach and current Lieutenant governor Jim Tressel, as well as former Ohio State
University defensive lineman and founder & CEO of LifeWise Academy, Joel Penton. Together
they will share how this ministry is making an impact both nationally and within our six Crawford
County school districts. Guests will also learn how they can help support the growing program.

Information on how to attend is in the Welcome Center and in the church office or you can
call Linda Schulze 419-569-5370. Seats are filling fast!

We truly appreciate all of our congregational members who serve
as volunteers, support the program financially, and hold this vital local
ministry in prayer.

WILL YOU JOIN US?

March 26, 2026
Doors Open - 4:45 PM
Dinner - 6 PM
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Speaker: Jim Tressel
Former The Ohio State University Football Coach

The HUB at Village Square
311 North Seltzer St, Crestline, OH 44827

t to Thomas Griffin: 419.835.2676



i / Evangelical Pietist Church of Chatfield invites you to join us
as we rejoice in the blessings of Easter, focusing on the life,
death and resurrection of our Savior.

Celebrate the Last Supper with us Thursday, April 2nd at
7:00 PM. We will remember Christ’s last evening on earth
while sharing in Holy Communion together. On Friday, April
3rd, the sanctuary will be open for a time of reflection from
E== E=————— 10AM to 2 PM. Soft background music will create a peaceful

SN  -tosphere to allow you a time for reflection and
remembrance about the first Good Friday. At the sanctuary entrances inspirational

readings will be available to enrich your experience.

Bask in the wonder, on Resurrection Sunday, April 5, as we celebrate the empty
tomb. Jesus Christ has risen from the dead! Sunrise service will be at 7:00 AM followed
by a delicious Easter breakfast at 8:00 am. Sunday school for all ages begins at 9 AM
and our Easter service will be at 10:00 AM. Pastor Jason DeZurik will be delivering the

Easter message and music by the choir and praise team will enhance

our worship. |
We hope you will celebrate Jesus’s amazing gift of salvation with us. ﬁ
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God & Country Car Show 2026

This year's car show may be a little different. We still plan to have it on August 8th, but

we will be putting a stronger focus on God and the 250th Anniversary of our nation.
Sadly, "One Foot in the Grave” will not be available since

they will be playing for the Bloomville Block Party and car
show scheduled on the same date. They said they will
kindly loan us their sound equipment. At present, we are
looking for new groups to provide musical entertainment. If
you have any suggestions please share it with Leah, Linda
or Randy. We will need the name of the contact person
along with their email and or phone number. Any ideas that
will help us put a stronger emphasis on our Savior or
patriotism are also welcome. We want this to be a powerful focus on God and our
nation’s founding, Our next God & Country car show meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, March 11th at 5:30 PM. We need plenty of help.

Please come and bring your ideas!




Restroom remodeling

Can you believe it is actually scheduled to happen? After a few years of saving and planning the restrooms are
going to be refreshed with new fixtures, ceilings, floors and more. Work is scheduled to begin March 11th,
hopefully to be done in Mid-May. Will they make it for Mother’'s Day? Although there may be a little
inconvenience, some restrooms will always be available to use. Thank you to the congregation for voting to

complete this project.
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CRAWFORD COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
Electronic Collection

WHEN: SATURDAY April 25 2026 8:00 AM TO 12:00 PM
WHERE: CRAWFORD COUNTY SOLID WASTE OFFICE
2540 E. Mansfield Street Bucyrus, Ohio 44820
419-562-4169

NO CHARGE to bring these items to the Collection Site at the
Solid Waste Office Building for Crawford County Residents ONLY!

Crawford County Solid Waste Management District
Household Hazardous Waste
1 DAY ONLY

WHEN: Saturday May 16, 2026 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
WHERE: Crawford County Solid Waste Office (Back Parking Lot)
2540 East Mansfield Street Bucyrus OH 44820

There willbe NO CHARGE to bring these Items to the Collection Site at the
Solid Waste Building for Crawford County Residents ONLY
Materials We WILL ACCEPT

Household & Garden Products Automotive & Workshop Products

-Computers/Laptops/Tablets
-Docking Stations

-UPS Power Supplies
-Industrial Electronics
-Network Equipment

-GPS Devices
-Modems/Routers

-LCD Monitors/Televisions
-Alkaline, NiCd, NiMh
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Materials We Accept

*No CHARGE*

-CD/DVD/Blu-Ray Players
-Video Str i

-Cords

Raad

-Ink Cartridges/Toner
-Cell/Smart Phones
-Cordless Phones
-Cable/Satellite Receivers
-Flash Drives

-Digital Projectors

-Hard Drives

S

-iPod/MP3 Players
Garnina/h

dheld

-Keyboards/Mice
-Servers (small or Large)
-Stereo Receivers
-Copiers/FAX/Printers
-Lead Acid/Lithium lon Batteries

Not Accepted

Kitchen Electronics/Appliances
Smoke Detectors/ Mercury

Light Bulbs

Thermostats
Fire Extinguishers

Hazardous Waste Devises C¢
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Cleaning Solution

Drain Cleaners

Rodent Poisons, Aerosols
Photographic Chemicals

Pool Chemicals, Mercury
| Pesticides, Herbicides, Fertilizers
Insecticides, Fungicides
Household Batteries

Paints-(Oil Base Only)
Lubricants, Solvents

Paint Thinner, Chemical Additive
Lacquers, Varnish, Stains
Sealants, Wood Preservatives
Glues, Adhesives, Antifreeze
Asphalt Coating, Roof Coating
Motor Oil and Antifreeze
Lead-Acid Batteries
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Materials Not Accepted
NO MEDICAL WASTE
NO CYLINDERS OTHER THAN PROPANE
NO SMOKE DETECTORS
NO FIREWORKS / NO EXPLOSIVES
NO BUSINESS WASTE
% NO DRUMS
(MAXIMUN 5 GALLON CONTAINERS)

For More information on the above Contact:

Crawford C

ty Solid W g
Brian F. Rockwell-Executive Director

Advertising Funded by: Crawford County Solid Waste Management District

t District




2 STRIPES UPDATE ! %
Isaiah 53: 5 — By His Stripes We Are Healed.

This is our 7% year of ministry, and what a year it has been. The Senedot Stripes focus is to help young
athletes and their families not only learn about Jesus Christ but to help them to be discipled in the Lord
and His ways by using the great games of basketball and volleyball to teach and emphasis what God's
ways look like. Striving to put their faith and trust and hope in Jesus Christ both into action on and off the
court. This year we were blessed to have 33 students involved with our basketball ministry and we had 7
coaches being discipled too, as well as ministering to these students and their families. We were blessed
to have a new coach join our coaching staff for the Varsity Boys team as well as 2 new coaches for our
Varsity Girls team. These youth are not only growing as basketball players but, more importantly, they are
growing in the Lord. They have been learning how to put “The Process” into action both on and off the
court with their teammates and with their families. One of our Varsity parents shared with us the following,
“It was a fun game to watch. All the boys played well. Very unselfish play, great sportsmanship! You are all
doing a great job! | haven't seen (my son) this happy playing basketball in a very long time. So, | thank you
for giving him the opportunity to learn more. | believe this has been a win/win situation for all.”
What a blessing to hear.

This is an amazing opportunity for our congregation to reach out to the community as well as helping to
equip these young people with a greater understanding of what it means to follow Jesus Christ in their
own lives. You can find out more about The Stripes and Facebook and on our Church Website. The Stripes
are a ministry reaching out to children from grades 5 to 12 for boys and girls.



Stripes - continued

"Basketball season has come to a close and we are very pleased to announce this has been one of
our best seasons for ministry with everyone involved. God is so good.
Your Varsity Boys have one last tournament they will be competing in

at Harvest Temple in Clyde, Ohio

March 6 and 7 and then we will be

having our End of The Year

Celebration in the Gymnasium for
all of our teams. All are welcome to
attend and celebrate at the event on

Tuesday, March 10th at 6pm.
Go Stripes and Lady Stripes!!!"
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2026 Project

This is so exciting! Leah and Nichole have started a year-long project to fill

more Samaritan Purse shoe boxes. It will not only give us o
an opportunity to bless precious children, it will
give our congregation an opportunity to have a

fun social event as we have a box filling party!

As you see sales on items appropriate for
children’s shoe box gifts, make your

purchases. Bring them to the church. A box is

in the welcome center for collection. Also,

papers are by the box with a list of items for

boys and girls. There are also sheets, that list

items that can not be used. We will saftly store your
donations until the boxing party. Keep your eyes
and ears open to learn more details as the year
progresses.

How many boxes can we fill ???.




March Birthdays:

Oliver Haskins 6

Shari Shuck 7 :

Troy Johnson 12 , e %
Ruth Leuthold 13 pOR VT
Gary Richards 13 h-' -
Ryland Bloomfield 17 w
Leah Markley 18 e
Lloyd Kalb 18 .
Dennis Gottfried 22

Bill Hanes 27

March Anniversaries

Kevin & Patti Garrett 4

Mike & Marla Shuck 11
Larry & Ilona Bertsch 11
Ted & Ellen Klink 12
Jacob & Leah Markley 21

Greeters: March-April

March 1: Joe & Joyce Schimpf
March 8: John & Deb Leuthold
March 15: Glen & Sue Blackford
March 22: Patti Garrett
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March 29: Roger & Juleen Marquart J' ﬁ

April 5: Dennis & Robin Gottfried
April 12: Wayne & Ruth Leuthold
April 19: Al & Becky Schimpf
April 26: Bill & Ruth Ann Hanes

Nursery Supervision: March-April

March 1: Alita Phillips; Cindy Richards

March 8: Mary Ann Cooper; Theresa DeZurik
March 15: Wayne & Ruth Leuthold

March 22: Sarah Johnson; Eva DeZurik
March 29: Alita Phillips; Cindy Richards

April 5: Mary Ann Cooper; Theresa DeZurik
April 12: Wayne & Ruth Leuthold

April 19: Sarah Johnson; Eva DeZurik

April 26: Alita Phillips; Cindy Richards

April Birthdays:

Elijah DeZurik 1
John Leuthold 4
Lucas Thompson 4
Nicholas Ratliff 6
Kasey Seif 7
Alita Phillips 11
Sue Steiger 12
Darcy Vercruysee 16
Nichole Johnson 18
Joanie Tieben 19

Susan Blackford 21

April Anniversaries
Dick & Janet Dunbar 2
Al & Becky Schimpf 9
Dale & Janice Auck 25

Junior Church Roster

March 1: No Jr. Church

March 8: Norma Gebhardt and helper
March 15: Jaya DeZurik and helper
March 22: Sue Blackford and helper
March 29: Jaya DeZurik and helper
April 5: Norma Gebhardt and helper
April 12: Jaya DeZurik and helper
April 19: Sue Blackford and helper
April 26: Jaya DeZurik and helper

If you cannot serve the day you are scheduled, please ask
someone else on the roster to trade with you. If you cannot
make that happen, call Randy Kalb 419-988-0204.

Thank you so much for blessing us with this
valuable gift of love and time!



March 2026

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
ool P ting 9:00AM Council Meeting 9:00
During the rayer meetng 9. ouncil meeting 3.0Vam Men’s Prayer 9-10am
10:00am Worship Service Choir Practice 6:30pm Young%ult Small
Mission Meal following Praise Team 7:30pm Group 10:15-11-15am
the service Prayer meeting 7:00PM
VBS Meeting after
Mission Meal
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Gideons (Womens  |Prayer meeting 9:00AM ) . Men'’s Prayer 9-10am
200 AM SET CLOCKS Auxillary) in Welcome Choir Practice 6:30pm Young Adult Small Group
T AHEAD Centerat 2:00pm  (Car Show Meeting 5:30pm | Praise Team 7:30pm 10:15-11:15am
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS Stripes End of Year  |Prayer meeting 7:00PM Food Pantry Dist.
TIME BEGINS Celebration @ 6:00pm _ 1-2:30pm
in Gym Bathroom Remodeling to Start
15 16 17 StPatrick's Day 18 19 20 21
. . . Men'’s Prayer 9-10am
Prayer meeting 9:00AM Chm_r Practice 6:30pm Young Adult Small
Praise Team 7:30pm Group 10:15-11:15am
Prayer meeting 7:00PM
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Gideons in Meeting o Lifewise Evening of Men’s Prayer 9-10am
Room 6:30pm Prayer meeting 9:00AM Impact 6:00pm Young Adult Small
& in Sanctuary from ) L Group 10:15-11:15am
7:30 until 8:30pm ) Choir Practice 6:30pm
Prayer meeting 7:00PM Praise Team 7:30pm
29 30 31

April 2026
1 [2 Holy Thursday I3 Good Friday 4
b fin 9:00AM Choir Practice 6:30pm
rayer meeting 9: :
d 0 Maunday Thursday | Sancutary Reflection | Men's Prayer 9-10am
Conmnsrwe | > Tog | YargAceel
Prayer meeting 7:00PM 7:00pm (10:00am - 2:00pm ) i
Praise Team 7:30pm
5 Easter 6 7 18 9 10 11
SunRise Service 7:00am ) ) . Men'’s Prayer 9-10am
Breakfast 8:00am Prayer meeting 9:00AM | Choir Practice 6:30pm Young Adult Small Group
Sunday School 9:00am Praise Team 7:30pm 10:15-11:15am
Easter Worship Service :
; . Food Pantry Dist.
10:00am Prayer meeting 7:00PM
No Mission Meal 4 9 1-2:30pm
12 13 14 15 Tax Day (Taxes Due) (16 17 18
Gideons (Womens . . . Men's Prayer 9-10am
Auxillary) in Welcome [Prayer meeting 9:00AM | Choir Practice 6:30pm Young Adult Small
Center at 2:00pm Praise Team 7:30pm Group 10:15-11:15am
Prayer meeting 7:00PM Seeking Whole [Health Conference
in [Wooster
19 20 21 22 23 24 Arbor Day 25
Prayer meeting 9:.00AM (;ho@r Prfctioeﬁ%Opm Men's Prayer 9-10am
Fraise feam /.50pm Young Aduit Smali
. Group 10:15-11:15am
Prayer meeting 7:00PM
26 27 28 29 30
Gideons in Meeting ) ) .
Room 6:30pm Prayer meeting 9:00AM | Choir Practice 6:30pm
&in Sanctuary from Praise Team 7:30pm
7:30 until 8:30pm .
Prayer meeting 7:00PM




ILe{, all !
:

Here’s our Bible reading schedule for
that you do March and April 2026.

I hope this continues to be a blessing for you and perhaps
even an opportunity to read with
others in your life, also.

As we continue reading the Word of God together you are
encouraged to meditate on how these scriptures connect to
your life and how you might be able to hear God’s leading into
putting what you are reading, into action on the day you have read the scripture. You are
encouraged to continue to you to make a note of one thing that you have learned from the daily
reading. When you have acted upon what you have learned please take time and write down

what God did and how He used you and what happened.

Let’s continue to serve Christ in 2026 together.

March 2026 Bible Readings April 2026 Bible Readings
Date |Morning Reading| |[Evening Reading| Psalms| | Date |Morning Reading| Evening Reading| Psalms

MARCH 1ST Joshua 22 Romans 14 60 1-Apr Esther 4 Philemon 91
MARCH 2ND Joshua 23 Romans 15 61 2-Apr Esther 5 1 Peter 1 92
MARCH 3RD Joshua 24 Romans 16 62 3-Apr Esther 6 1 Peter 2 03
MARCH 4TH Judges 1 John 1 63 4-Apr Esther 7 1 Peter 3 9%
MARCH 5TH Judges 2 John 2 64 5-Apr Esther 8 1 Peter 4 95
MARCH 6 TH Judges 3 John 3 65 6-Apr Esther 9 1 Peter 5 9%
MARCH 7TH Judges 4 John4 66 7-Apr Esther 10 2 Peter 1 97
MARCH 8TH Judges § John 67 8-Apr Ecclesiastes 1 2 Peter 2 98
MARCH 9TH Judges 6 John § 68 9-Apr Ecclesiastes 2 2 Peter 3 99
MARCH10TH|  Judges7 John 7 69 10-Apr | Ecclesiastes 3 1John1 100
mgg: 1;: j::g:: g jg:: g ;2 1-Apr | Ecclesiastes 4 TJohn2 101
MARCH13TH| _ Judges 10 John 10 72 12-Apr e Ll .

13-Apr Ecclesiastes 6 1John4 103
MARCH 14TH Judges 11 John 11 73 -

14-Apr Ecclesiastes 7 1John § 104
MARCH 15TH Judges 12 John 12 74 15 Eetlagisaten 2 Joh 105
MARCH16TH|  Judges 13 John 13 75 s . L
MARCHA7TH| __ Judges 14 John 14 76 16-Apr | Ecclesiastes 9 3 John 106
MARCH 18TH Judges 15 John 15 77 17-Apr Eccles!astes 10 Mark 1 107
MARCH 19TH Judges 16 John16 78 18-Apr Eccles!astes 11 Mark 2 108
MARCH 20TH Judges 17 John17 79 19-Apr Ecclesiastes 12 Mark 3 109
MARCH 21ST Judges 18 John 18 80 20-Apr Song of Solomon 1 Mark 4 110
MARCH 22ND Judges 19 John 19 81 21-Apr Song of Solomon 2 Mark 5 11
MARCH 23RD Judges 20 John 20 82 22-Apr Song of Solomon 3 Mark 6 112
MARCH 24TH Judges 21 John 21 83 23-Apr | Song of Solomon 4 Mark 7 113
MARCH 25TH Ruth 1 Colossians 1 84 24-hpr | Song of Solomon § Mark 8 114
MARCH 26TH Ruth 2 Colossians 2 85 25-Apr | Song of Solomon 6 Mark 9 115
MARCH 27TH Ruth 3 Colossians 3 86 26-Apr | Song of Solomon 7 Mark 10 116
MARCH 28 TH Ruth 4 Colossians 4 87 27-Apr | Song of Solomon 8 Mark 11 17
MARCH 29TH Esther 1 Titus 1 88 28-Apr Ezra1 Mark 12 118
MARCH 30TH Esther 2 Titus 2 89 29-Apr Ezra2 Mark 13 119:1-16
MARCH 31ST Esther 3 Titus 3 90 30-Apr Ezra3 Mark 14 119:17-32




